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So You Wish to Buy a Farm
That Has Been Preserved Through
the York County Agricultural
Land Preservation Board?

It is important that you get all
the facts before you buy an “eased
farm”. Certain rights and privileges
of land ownership are no longer
present.

You should ask for a copy of
the “Deed of Agricultural
Conservation Easement”
which will list all the
deed restrictions that
affect the farm you are
considering.
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Before Considering the
Purchase of a Preserved Farm,
You Should Know...

1. Preserved farms must be used
solely for commercial agricultural
production. Nonagricultural
purposes must be permitted by the
YCALPB.

2. Preserved farms have a
limit of one additional
residential structure.

3. Preserved farms have

strict subdivision guidelines
that may exceed the townships
subdivision rules.

4. Following the sale of a preserved
farm, the new deed must contain the
original easement restrictions.

5. Every preserved farm must be
farmed under a soil and water
conservation plan. Changes in the
land management or operation should
be reflected in this conservation plan.

6. Owners of farms preserved with
multiple deeds must decide which
deed will receive the one
residential structure before
recording the new farm deeds.

7. Certain uses of a preserved farm
may be prohibited, so ask the
YCALPB before proceeding with
non-agricultural activities.

Definitions

Agricultural Conservation
Easement -

a legal document which forever
limits the farm to agricultural us-
es. The easement prevents

the use of the farm for
non-agricultural improvements.
Non-agricultural activities are no
longer permitted unless they
remain incidental, part-time or
seasonal in use. The use must
remain in commercial agricultural
production.

Commercial Agricultural
Production -

crops, livestock and livestock
products produced for commercial
purposes and may be processed and
retail marketed under certain
conditions.

Soil and Water Conservation
Plan -

a plan that covers the

entire farm and ensures the soil,
water, vegetative, and nutrient
resources on the farm are
protected.



