Life in a Square

Pre Lesson 2

Age: Grade 3 -5
Setting: Backyard, schoolyard or park
Standards: Science and Technology: 3.2.4B, 3.3.4A

Objectives: Students will be able to:
e Create an observation method that allows them to study a small part of the natural world
e Use a magnifying glass to observe small living things
e Keep a list of the things they observe
e Recognize that small plants and animals live in a special environment that meets their basic
needs

Overview: The purpose of this lesson is to give students the opportunity to observe nature as it exists in a
small place. Most landscaping for wildlife helps create a habitat for large, easily visible animals.
This lesson is designed to help students realize the mini-habitats that exist all around them.

Materials:
e 4 sharpened pencils or sticks
e String or yarn 130 cm long (4 1/2 feet)
e Hand lens or magnifying glass
e Notebook or journal
Procedure:
1. Go into your yard, schoolyard or park and push the pencils into the soil in a one-foot square
pattern.
2. Tie string around them making a miniature “boxing ring” on the ground.
3. Get down and look closely inside the square.
4. Make a note of all the different types of plants you see there, as well as the varieties of
animal life and their behavior as they travel (jump, crawl, slither) through it.
5. Go back regularly over several weeks to observe and record what you see.
Assessment:

1. Check students’ notebooks to see their note taking efforts.
2. Have students write an essay based on their observation experience. Were their observations
what they expected? Did they see something new, unexpected or unusual?
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