Habitat for Sale

Pre Lesson 1

Age: Grades 3 -5
Setting: Classroom
Standards: Science and Technology: 3.3.4A(1)

Objectives: Students will be able to:
e understand the concept of habitat and what living things need to survive
e creatively conceptualize and describe different habitats
e describe the ways things adapt to certain habitats

Overview: An animal’s habitat is the place in which it lives. All animals’ habitats must have four things to
survive—food, water, shelter and a place to raise young (space). Due to commercial and
residential development, animal habitat is often lost. Habitat loss is the greatest threat to
biodiversity. Biodiversity refers to the wide variety of life on Earth. All of us can do things to
make animal-friendly habitats, such as planting trees, providing water sources for animals,
hanging bird houses, planting certain plants, etc. The purpose of this lesson is to help students
understand what animals need to survive and thrive.

Materials:
e Real estate ads
e  Reference books

Procedure:

1. Start by introducing the word “habitat” to your group. Explain that an animal’s habitat
provides the food, water, and space it needs to survive. You might ask your kids to tell you
what they need to survive, so they can see they have habitat needs too. Ask the kids to name
different habitats, such as fields, forests, oceans, deserts, streams, or rain forests. Then ask
the kids to name some of the animals that live in each habitat.

2. Next, explain that some animals build special homes in their habitats. Some examples are
beaver lodges, bird nests, fox dens, and prairie dog holes. The homes provide shelter from
weather, protection from predators, and places to raise young. Some animals such as deer
don’t build special homes.

3. Now ask if anyone knows what a classified ad is. Read some real estate ads from a
newspaper. Then read these make-believe examples, and ask the kids to guess which animal
might want each type of habitat:

Great Grasslands: Prime grassland available in Africa. Loaded with antelope,
springboks, zebras and other tasty prey. Close to refreshing water holes and shady
clumps of acacia trees. Lots of wide-open territory that’s great for a new pride. Call
before this great buy is snatched up. (Answer: lion)

(continued on page 8)
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(continued from page 7)

Underground Castle: Lots of great soil available in the Smith family’s backyard. Easy
tunneling. Home to juicy earthworms, grubs and other tasty creatures. No pesky cats
in the neighborhood. This super backyard is available immediately. (Answer: mole)

4.) Now explain that each person will get a chance to write a classified ad that describes an
animal’s habitat and/or home. Afterward, everyone will play a game to match the classified
ads with the right animals.

5.) Write animal names on slips of paper. Some suggestions are: flying squirrel, hedgehog,
vampire bat, bison, blue whale, rat, snake, walrus, leopard, dolphin, weasel, camel, grizzly
bear, elephant, ant, salamander, woodpecker, earthworm, termite and blue crab. Since this is
a lesson about landscaping for wildlife you might want to focus on animals that could be
seen in a backyard.

6.) Next have each person pick one slip of paper, keeping the animal’s identity a secret. Provide
reference books and ask each person to write a classified ad for a habitat that would appeal to
his or her animal. Where does it live? What type of food does it eat? What type of material
does it need, if any, to build its home? Does it like wet, dry, hot or cold habitat? What special
requirements does it need? Tell each student to make sure to find and keep a picture of his or
her assigned animal. Tell students that all ads must include a description of where the
animal finds food, water, shelter, and cover to raise its young.

7.) When everyone is finished, collect the classified ads. Then distribute copies of a list of all the
animals (or you might put them on a chalkboard while the students are designing their ads).
Read the animal list out loud, and ask the students to hold up the appropriate pictures when
you read the names. Now read the ads out loud without identifying the animals. Ask the
students to guess which animal goes with which ad. Explain that some ads might fit more
than one animal. If you distribute a list of animals, you can give each ad a number when you
read it, and have the kids write down the appropriate numbers next to each animal’s name. If
you wish, finish the activity by having each child draw the habitat he or she described,
including the appropriate animal.

Assessment:
1. Make a scoring rubric for the ad.
2. Extend the activity to include writing an ad for a whole ecosystem.
3. Have the students individually, or in groups, create a brochure to sell a habitat. Include a
discussion of the characteristics (shelter, food, water, cover) that should be represented in the
brochure.
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