Common Species Report

Post Lesson 2

Age: Grade3-5

Setting: Classroom

Standards: 4.64A,4.74A
Objectives: Students will be able to:

e recognize common species of wildlife

¢ find information about wildlife from guidebooks

e recall information about animals such as habitat requirements, color, size, and migration
patterns

e take notes and write a mini-report on a selected species

Overview: The purpose of this lesson is to give students an opportunity to learn more about common
backyard species of birds and other animals. Information can also be learned that will help students
learn what flowers, trees and shrubs to plant to increase the possibility of attracting wildlife.

Materials:
e Animal report form
e  Animal books from a library
e Note cards
e  Pencil
Procedure:

1. Start by making a class list of all the birds, insects and other animal species that students have
seen in their backyards or schoolyards.

2. This list will then be the research topic list. It should include many of the following species:
robin, blue jay, goldfinch, cardinal, mourning dove, sparrow, ruby throated hummingbird,
common flicker, house finch, white-breasted nuthatch, mallard duck, Canada goose,
mockingbird, catbird, downy woodpecker, redbellied woodpecker, gray squirrel, chipmunk,
groundhog, field mouse, mole, shrew, red fox, gray fox, monarch butterfly, swallowtail butterfly,
cricket, grasshopper, redback salamander, locust, cicada, preying mantis, etc.

3. Have students pick from your class list or from the list above. Your list may include species not
listed above.

4. When each child has chosen a topic, provide them with six notecards. At the top of the note

cards write the following: describe the animal, what is its habitat, how does the species protect

itself, describe the species life cycle, what are the species favorite foods, other interesting
facts.

Have students then find books about their topics in the library.

Add information to the notecards as it is learned.

When the information is revised and edited it can be added to the report forms.

By keeping the reports to one page, front and back, they can easily be consolidated into a

class or school book.
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(continued on page 14)
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(continued from page 13)

Assessment: Students can be assessed on the quality of their notecards and on the report itself.

Extensions:
1. Add to this book throughout the year as new species are observed.
2. Keep a species book for birds, mammals and insects that have been seen on the school
grounds.
3. Plant trees, shrubs and flowers on the school property that attract wildlife based on the
information learned from the reports.
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Describe how the animal protects itself.

OO, O, OEO O, ,OEE,OEO,EE \ R

LS LT AL LIS ILILSLIAT ST LSS ITISIS Al LIS LIS LTSI IL LSS LTI TILTTS VLTSI IS LTI EELETSATS S LSS TSI LS LSS TR EI A 7

N

Landscaping for Wildlife 15 Grades 3-5



////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

{1 Tell what you know about the animal's life cycle.
lllustrate the life cycle.

€ animal's favorite foods:
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Tell three more interesting facts about this animal.
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Draw a picture showing one of its behaviors.
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