Integrated Pest Management—Basics

Post Lesson 2

Age: Grades3 -5

Setting: Classroom and/or outdoors
Standards: Environment and Ecology: 4.5.4.B,C
Objectives: Students will be able to:

e use the Pyramid of Tactics for School IPM

e recognize the varying degrees of severity for pest management practices as well as good and
poor pest management practices

e name a variety of pests

e use the Pyramid of Tactics to make decisions about pest management situations

Overview: This lesson helps to familiarize students with the Pyramid of Tactics for School IPM and to apply
that information in a game called, “Make the Right Choice.” This lesson is probably best
presented in two sessions: one to become familiar with the Pyramid of Tactics and the other to
play the Game.

Materials:

e  “IPM Pyramid of Tactics for Schools”—1 copy per student (page 16)

e  “Make the Right Choice” statements written on large cards

e Clipboards with game cards (page 17) attached to them

e Large area to play “Make the Right Choice”

Procedure:

1. Ask students what pests are? Ask what happens if they have pests in or near their homes?

2. Explain what IPM is — a scientific method of pest management which looks at all aspects
and chooses the control method which is least toxic and intrusive.

3. Give each student the “Pyramid of Tactics” and have them cut and paste it into a pyramid
shape as per instructions.

4. Read and discuss the “Ten Commandments of [PM for the Classroom,” along with each side of
the pyramid. Be certain to point out that the least intrusive method is always first. (end of first
session)

5. Take students to the gym or outside to play “Make the Right Choice.”

6. Place the scene cards attached to clipboards around the large area.

7. Students travel in small groups with each group starting at a different number (1 — 6
depending on the number of groups).

8. Students should read the paragraph on the card and follow instructions. This gives them the
opportunity to think about many situations involving pests and the various choices that can
be made.

Assessment: Written or oral report: using the pyramid students will describe the best way to get rid of a

certain pest. For example: ants in the classroom. First, be sure that all cracks in classroom are
sealed with caulk. Next, make certain all food sources are in sealed containers. Then, vacuum all
potential problem areas. After that, use a chemical such as a silica gel. Finally, if all else fails,
use a more restricted chemical.
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IPM Pyramid of Tactics for Schools
Developed by the
Pennsylvania Integrated Pest Management Program
PA IPM

Grades 3-5
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***Each of the following statements should be a separate card. A “space™ isa
clipboard. If a group moves to the appropriate space and another group is
already there, they should 2o around them to the next openm space.

1. You help vour parents safely remove a bat from the living roont.
Clap your hands 10 times and move ahead 3 spaces.

2. You help your elderly neighbor pull weeds from his garden. Good for vou!
Touch your toes 5 times and move ahead 2 spaces.

3. You leave coeckie crumbs on vour bedroom floor, and now there are ams
evervwhere. Sit down, count to 50 and move ahead 2 spaces.

4. You attend a nature lecture to learn how to identify poisonous plants. Blink vour eyes 15 times and move ahead
1zpace.

§.  After walking in a park, vou bring home a pretly purple flower. Soon there are purple flowering plants taking
over your local stream. Shake vour head “no™ 10 times and move ahead 1 space.

6. You and your friends spend recess stomping on honevbees in the clover. Shame on you!! Jump up and down 16
times and move ahead 1 space.

7. At your pool party, you bumn citronella candles to keep the bugs away. Pat yoursell on the back 5 limes and
maove ahead 2 spaces,

8. A bat gets inio your house and your little sister is scared. You kill the bat with a tennis racket. Bad decision!!
Do 10 jumping jacks and go back 3 spaces.

9. You always remember to close the door when going in or out. Slap vour knees 10 times and move ahead 4
spaces.

10. Your parents bought a bug zapper, and you didin’t tcHl them that vou learned in school that bug zappers don’t
kill mosquiioes. Sguai up and down 10 times and move back 3 spaces,

11. You help vour Grandma clean her cupboards, and put sugar and flour in tight plastic containers. Nice work!!
Hop up and down on 1 foot 10 times, and move ahead 4 spaces.

12. You see signs of animal activity in the back vard. Something is making piles of dirt, but you're not sure what it
is. You tell Dad and he puts out poison, Your dog eats it and gets sick. Hang your head down while vou count to
25, then move back 3 spaces.

13. Youwr parents asked you to take the trash out and put it in a covered container. You left it in the garage. Now the
bag is torn open, and there are flies and mice all over. Should have done what vour parents asked. Take this card
with you, go to the finish line and put a gummed circle on your forehead. $it quielly with vour group until
evervone else Is finished.

14. You notice some kind of green insects on the garden plants. You tell Mom and she spravs them with an
insecticide. Bad plan, Stan'! Those were lacewings, and they’re the good guys! Take this card with yvou, go to
the finish line and put 2 gummed circle on your forehead. Quietly discuss with vour group how vou could have
helped Mom make a better choice.

15. Your family is going to picnic In a local park. You want to take bread along to feed the geese. Your parents
explain why this is not a good idea, and you change your mind. Good for you! Take this card and go to the finish
linz. Sit quietly until all groups are done.

References:
IPM curriculum guide
The game iz modeled after the Eventfud Journey activity from PA Songbirds
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