Rocks and Minerals

Q Poster Activity
/ Post Lesson 1

Age: Grades 3-5

Setting: Classroom

Standards: Science and Technology: 3.5.4.B(1), 3.5.7.B(3)

Objectives: The students will be able to:
e recognize the many uses of rocks and mineral resource products in their environment
e recognize different types of mining

e list 5 occupations associated with mining

Overview: This lesson gives students the opportunity to learn about the uses of rocks and minerals by
studying a poster of a variety of mining activities.

Materials:
e Black and white copy of “Rocks and Minerals”
e Poster
e  Paper
e Pencil
e Crayons, colored pencils, or colored markers
Procedure:
1. Ask students the following questions to assess their knowledge of the topic and to stimulate
interest in the activity: What is one product that you use every day, that you know requires a
mineral resource? Where does that mineral resource come from?
2. Divide the class into 3 or 4 groups. Distribute the poster and allow the groups to look at
them for a set period of time.
3. Based on the poster, have students write down at least 10 ways we use mineral resources.
a. Have the students share their lists with the rest of the class.
b. Using the poster, discuss with the students how rocks and minerals are mined and
used.
c. Have the students do the following poster activities:
i.  Circle the types of mines illustrated on the poster.
ii. Put an “X” by each person on the poster who is helping mine for rocks and
minerals.
iii. Color the items in and around the home that come from minerals.
iv. List five occupations represented on the poster that are a result of mining.
v. List ten items we use everyday from mineral resources.
Assessment: Ask the students to visualize a room in their home. Give the students three minutes to write

down all the items made of rocks or mineral resources that are in or part of their selected room.
Have the students orally share their lists in the sharing experience. Students should emphasize
the importance of rocks and mineral resources to our modern way of life.
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