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February, 2015

Dear School Personnel:

The month of May is Children’s Mental Health Awareness Month. We are inviting all York County High Schools to participate in a county-wide Public Service Announcement Contest. The purpose of the contest is to raise awareness about youth mental health issues and to de-stigmatize youth seeking help for their mental health issues. There will be $5,000 in prizes awarded to the winning entries. 

	Entry Type
	1st Place Prize Amount
	2nd Place Prize Amount

	30-second Video PSA: 
	$1,500
	$500

	60-second Video PSA: 
	$1,500
	$500

	30-second Audio PSA
	$750
	$250


The York County System of Care (SOC), Communities That Care (CTC) and Safe Schools and Healthy Students (SS/HS) are seeking your support by asking you to disseminate information about this contest.
Mental Illness affects 1 out of every 4 persons. Our goal is to highlight there is hope for those who are impacted by mental illness. 
Please share the information with your administrators and then spread the word to staff, students, student clubs, and classrooms to get involved! There are a few important details that have direct relevance to your staff:

· Each high school may only submit one entry per category. We encourage you to consider a local challenge within your school to help identify the best submission per category.

· Each submission must be reviewed by a mentor at the school. This may be a teacher,

guidance counselor, school nurse, school administrator, or SAP team coordinator. We

simply ask the mentors provide some guidance on appropriateness of content (there are the national media guidelines with links in the official rules), and then sign off on the

application once the final product is approved.

· All submissions must be received by Monday, April 13, 2015 to be considered for the

contest.

· A panel of judges will vote for the winning submission in each category. The winning PSAs will receive a cash prize toward student services or programming and will have their PSAs aired on local media.
All of the details about the contest, including the official rules, a downloadable pdf of the flyer, the electronic application form, as well as help with guiding the students in their messaging, are included in this email. You can also go to our website at www.ychsd.org for more information or contact Colleen Igo at cigo3@comcast.net.
Sincerely,

Colleen Igo


Kathy Minnich 

Kim Neptune
SOC Coordinator

CTC



SS/HS Grant Supporter
Sponsoring Partners:

System of Care (SOC), Communities That Care (CTC), and Safe Schools/Healthy Students (SS/HS) are committed to help raise awareness and ultimately impact the lives of our young people. SOC  is a partnership among multiple systems and the community that work with youth (i.e. the educational system, juvenile probation, mental health, human services, children, youth and families etc.) to ensure that the youth and families they serve are being served effectively and appropriately.  CTC is a delinquency and violence prevention planning model that helps the community to mobilize, identify risk and preventive factors and develop a comprehensive prevention plan. SS/HS is a federally funded initiative encouraging schools and community agencies to work together to promote the mental health of students, to enhance academic achievement, decrease substance abuse and school violence and to create safe school environments. 
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Media Partner:









